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Benchmarks for Gifted Students

K-1 Program
	Goal Statement:  To develop critical thinking and creative abilities and problem solving skills.
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	Students will think creatively.

· Breaks set

· Finds problems

· Explores possibilities through investigation and experimentation

· Displays curiosity

· Brainstorms ideas independently

· Exhibits varied interests

· Demonstrates learning through product choices 

· Takes risks

· Creates ideas that are original to the student (originality)

· Creates a variety of ideas (flexibility)

· Creates ideas that are adaptive and elaborative (elaboration)

· Works as a creator of ideas and connections rather than only a consumer of ideas and knowledge

Students will think critically

· Explains relationships among information, ideas, and concepts
· Creates analogies

· Identifies patterns

· Creates generalizations that link two or more ideas

· Understands information, ideas, and concepts

· Defends a position or idea with evidence and proof of reasoning

· Categorizes information and ideas
· Sets short-term goals

· Identifies personal strengths and weaknesses through analysis and reflection

· Makes connections among ideas, topics, and concepts
Students will think logically.

· Selects the most efficient methods and strategies to complete a task

· Understands and applies the rules of the discipline (e.g. Scientific Method, writing process, mathematical)

· Understands sequential order

· Completes analogies

· Creates and follows multi-step directions to complete a task

· Develops a method or plan to complete a task
Students will problem solve.

· Actively searches for possible solutions

· Explores multiple solutions

· Identifies a real world  problem

· Uses multiple and varied resources 

· Acknowledges the importance of an issue

· Exhibits persistence in the problem solving process

· Makes connections among problems and issues

· Generates questions related to a real world problem

· Applies critical, creative, and metacognitive thinking skills in the process of problem solving

· Uses methods of inquiry in problem solving

Students will think metacognitively.

· Identifies strengths and weaknesses

· Focuses intensely on a task of personal interest

· Demonstrates reflection in processes and products

· Demonstrates an awareness of the larger community (school, community, state, and/or world)

· Communicates thinking processes

· Makes adjustments in response to personal strengths and weaknesses

· Identified levels of thinking and questioning
Students will be questioners.

· Recognizes real world possibilities for inquiry and investigation across domains of knowledge

· Asks relevant questions

· Asks thought-provoking questions

· Generates questions independently

· Exhibits curiosity

· Asks questions at varying degrees of complexity

· Extends thinking
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