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Department of Curriculum and Instruction

Office of Gifted Education
Benchmarks for Gifted Students

	Grade 5 Goal 1:  To develop an understanding for systems of knowledge, themes, issues and problems that frame the external world.

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will apply or adapt generalizations to new situations or context.



	Indicators:
	· Adapts a generalization from prior experience to appropriately reflect a new situation or context (real world issue or problem.)

· Explains the use of a generalization to synthesize varied aspects of a situation (real world issue or problem)
· Proves with evidence the application or adaptation of a generalization to new situations or context
· Uses the context of a situation to provide explanation of understanding

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will apply generalizations to issues that impact communities.



	Indicators:
	· Explains the application of generalizations to issues that impact communities using knowledge, understanding and concepts

· Uses generalizations to explain community issues and problems

· Makes connections among community issues, generalizations, and knowledge

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will objectively identify various options to real world issues and problems.



	Indicators:
	· Tolerates ambiguity when dealing with real world issues and situations

· Creates a variety of authentic products in response to real world issues and problems

· Generates multiple solutions to address an issue or situation that exist in the real world

· Maintains an objective viewpoint while addressing issues and situations in the real world


	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will deal with issues and situations in a flexible manner.



	Indicators:
	· Tolerates ambiguity when dealing with real world issues and situations

· Creates a variety of authentic products in response to real world issues and problems

· Generates multiple solutions to address an issue or situation that exists in the real world

· Maintains an objective viewpoint while addressing issues and situations in the real world

· Applies frameworks across disciplines (e.g. Experimental Design, Scientific Method)

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will analyze unfamiliar aspects of a given concept and make connections through generalizations.



	Indicators:
	· Uses a variety of self-selected strategies to analyze unfamiliar aspects of a concept

· Uses a variety of self-selected or self-generated advanced graphic organizers to organize aspects of a concept in order to make connections and form generalizations

· Identifies errors in the presentation or use of knowledge

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will interpret and evaluate concepts in specific contexts.



	Indicators:
	· Demonstrates a deep understanding of concepts across multiple situations

· Transfers knowledge and understanding of concepts from real world contexts to new situations

· Develops criteria and rubrics to evaluate concepts in specific contexts

· Justifies and defends with criteria interpretations and evaluations of concepts in specific contexts
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	Grade 5 Goal 2:  To develop critical thinking and creative abilities and problem solving skills.

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop alternative solutions for a problem.



	Indicators:
	· Demonstrates proficient use of strategies in formulating solutions
· Uses inductive and deductive processes in developing solutions
· Evaluates multiple solutions according to validity, reliability, and reasonableness

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will expound upon ideas.



	Indicators:
	· Adds relevant information to expound upon ideas

· Comprehends subtle similarities and differences among ideas and communicates these variances 

· Uses elaboration to enhance an idea
· Uses elaboration in communicating thought processes during the formulation of an idea

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will apply deductive and inductive reasoning.



	Indicators:
	· Applies deductive and inductive reasoning appropriately

· Formulates conclusions based upon data, reasoning, and research

· Accurately identifies the components of a problem

· Formulates and tests generalizations and principles

· Solves problems through deductive thinking processes

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will evaluate alternatives.



	Indicators:
	· Uses a variety of criteria to make evaluations

· Identifies causes, effects and consequences for each alternative

· Develops criteria and formulates conclusions

· Recognizes strengths, weaknesses, and ethical dilemmas among alternatives

· Prioritizes alternatives based upon self-developed criteria

· Identifies relevant pros and cons given a problem or situation

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will think and evaluate analytically.



	Indicators:
	· Uses a variety of questioning skills

· Examines a situation through various points of view (perspective and empathy)

· Recognizes the merits of different solutions

· Recognizes extraneous information
· Provides evidence from a variety of reliable sources to eliminate possibilities

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop a comprehensive problem resolution or plan of action and justify decisions with evidence.



	Indicators:
	· Assesses consequences before choosing a plan of action

· Uses relevant data to support decisions

· Organizes information effectively to create a plan of action

· Works efficiently towards a resolution

· Takes a position and defends it with evidence and reasoning

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will find and define a problem or real world issue.



	
	· Demonstrates a concern and awareness for the outside world

· Develops researchable questions (descriptive, historical, experimental, correlational, developmental) of relevance in the real world

· Makes real world connections

· Asks pertinent questions on a variety of levels to find and define a problem or issue

· Recognizes the interdisciplinarity of key concepts

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will make judgments about implications and consequences.



	Indicators:
	· Uses relevant data to interpret cause and effect relationships

· Predicts outcomes and subsequent patterns

· Understands influences that shape judgments and consequences

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will think metaphorically and create analogies in context.



	
	· Uses deep and complex understanding (patterns, trends, unanswered questions, ethics, big ideas, overtime, multiple points of view) to make connections

· Develops a variety of analogous relationships

· Uses metaphorical thinking and analogies to process new information

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will synthesize ideas to create novel products and solutions.



	Indicators:
	· Uses a variety of self-initiated strategies to develop qualitatively different, but appropriate products

· Combines ideas to create products and solutions

· Makes the strange familiar and the familiar strange 

· Defends a proposed solution given alternatives based upon evidence and reasoning

· Explains with clarity the synthesis of ideas used in the creation of novel products and solutions

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will create and evaluate generalizations.



	Indicators:
	· Develops criteria

· Uses rubrics and relevant criteria to conduct self-assessments

· Uses the interdisciplinarity of the disciplines to evaluate generalizations

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will construct support.



	Indicators
	· Identifies and uses multiple and varied resources

· Narrows data and research findings to the most important in constructing support

	Benchmark
	Gifted students will pose researchable questions.



	Indicators:
	· Identifies researchable questions

· Evaluates questions for research

· Modifies research questions

· Creates concept maps on a research project

· Focuses/narrows a topic

· Creates a thesis statement



Department of Curriculum and Instruction

Office of Gifted Education and Academy Programs

Benchmarks for Gifted Students

	Grade 5 Goal 3:  To develop metacognitive skills that foster independent and self-directed learning in order to develop self-understanding.

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will apply knowledge of self to product selection.

	Indicators:
	· Creates products that reflect interests and learning style
· Improves upon product design by applying knowledge of personal learning style
· Creates products that provide an appropriate level of personal challenge

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop and apply appropriate interpersonal skills within cooperative groups.



	Indicators:
	· Assumes different roles in a group

· Initiates compromise by assuming leadership roles 

· Listens actively to the opinions and input of others within cooperative groups
· Shows respect for others within cooperative groups

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop self-monitoring behaviors to promote continuous learning.



	Indicators:
	· Independently sets goals in academic, extracurricular, and social activities

· Completes multiple tasks within a time frame

· Adjusts processes and products as necessary to effectively meet a learning goal

· Develops and utilizes checklists and timelines to effectively meet a learning goal

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop leadership potential.



	Indicators:
	· Delegates responsibilities to group members

· Keeps the group focused on the target outcome

· Supports all group members

· Seeks support for the group when necessary

· Guides the group to consensus

· Models effective participation as a group member

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will evaluate the clarity of knowledge, accuracy of knowledge, and effectiveness of actions.



	Indicators:
	· Verifies knowledge and understanding through multiple sources

· Identifies gaps in knowledge and understanding within and across disciplines

· Assesses the effectiveness of actions through a variety of means

· Determines the extent to which he/she has clarity about knowledge

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop criteria for self-evaluation.



	Indicators:
	· Identifies categories for assessing a product or action

· Delineates the indicators for multiple outcomes

· Determines the criteria for various levels of proficiency (i.e., poor, satisfactory, good, exemplary)

· Determines the extent to which he/she has clarity about knowledge

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will utilize time management skills in planning, implementing, and completing complex tasks.



	Indicators:
	· Creates, utilizes, and adjusts an effective time line in completing complex tasks

· Identifies short term and long term goals

· Plans for meeting both short term and long term goals

· Analyzes the complexity of a task and prioritizes steps in completing a task by breaking it down into manageable phases

· Monitors progress and makes appropriate adjustments as necessary

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will demonstrate reflection in their thinking.



	Indicators:
	· Uses relevant data to interpret cause and effect relationships

· Predicts outcomes and subsequent patterns

· Understands influences that shape judgments and consequences

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will think metaphorically and create analogies in context.



	Indicators:
	· Follows thought processes in order to assess proficiency and efficiency in completing a task

· Analyzes thinking processes, knowledge, understanding, and tasks related to skill application in order to improve knowledge, understanding, and skills

· Identifies personal strengths and weaknesses for the purpose of self-improvement

· Ponders ideas, connections, and understanding

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will complete self-assessments.



	Indicators:
	· Judges performance and products according to a set of criteria

· Identifies methods and areas for improvement in performance and products

· Uses a variety of methods and tools to complete self-assessments
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