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	Grade 3 Goal 1:  To develop an understanding for systems of knowledge, themes, issues and problems that frame the external world.

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will create their own examples and non-examples of a concept.



	Indicators:
	· Identifies examples and non-examples of a concept
· Categorizes examples and non-examples of a concept
· Generates multiple examples and non-examples of a concept
· Notes characteristics of a concept
· Notes exceptions to a concept
· Proves with evidence examples and non-examples of a concept

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will use personal experiences to support a generalization about a given concept.



	Indicators:
	· Connects personal experiences to concepts and generalizations when studying real world issues and problems

· Uses personal experiences to support concepts and generalizations

· Identifies changes overtime and relates them to a generalization, personal experiences, and  real world issues and problems

· Relates changes overtime and from various perspectives

· Uses changes overtime and from varied perspectives to support a generalization

· Creates generalizations related to a theme or macroconcept drawing upon personal experiences

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will demonstrate the application of a concept across disciplines.



	Indicators:
	· Uses understanding of concepts to analyze real world issues and problems

· Creates generalizations that describe real world issues and problems

· Relates concepts, principles, and generalizations from one discipline to themes, issues, and problems originating in other disciplines

· Analyzes real world issues and problems to determine the interdisciplinarity of concepts and generalizations

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will make connections among concepts and issues.



	Indicators:
	· Explains the relationships among concepts as they relate to real world issues and problems

· Explains the similarities and differences (at the conceptual level) between two or more issues or problems

· Recognizes the multiple points of view related to an issue or problem in the real world

· Identifies rules, unanswered questions, ethical issues, and big ideas inherent in issues and problems in the real world

· Synthesizes two or more concepts to form generalizations

· Provides details and evidence to support a generalization

· Uses knowledge and conceptual understanding to form a generalization
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	Grade 3 Goal 2:  To develop critical thinking and creative abilities and problem solving skills.

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will demonstrate fluent, flexible, elaborative, and original thinking.



	Indicators:
	· Develops multiple and varied ideas in a variety of situations
· Uses multiple and varied paths in work production and problem solving
· Elaborates upon processes and ideas
· Creates work that is original to the learner
· Adapts methods and ideas in creative production

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will provide reasons for opinions expressed.



	Indicators:
	· Justifies reasons for opinions expressed using authentic evidence

· Expresses opinions based upon defensible analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of processes and evidence

· Defends a personal point of view based upon defensible thinking processes and evidence

· Provides evidence from credible sources to support opinions expressed

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will comprehend implied meanings.



	Indicators:
	· Demonstrates intuitive thinking

· Understands meanings presented iconically and symbolically

· Uses iconic and symbolic representations to communicate understanding

· Explains interpretations of self and others
· Makes inferences
· Formulates generalizations to demonstrate understanding

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will determine cause and effect.



	Indicators:
	· Identifies the independent and dependent variables in an experiment

· Manipulates the independent and dependent variables in an experiment

· Conducts experimental research

· Interprets cause and effect relationships in multiple disciplines

· Interprets cause and effect relationships in real world issues and problems

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will compare and contrast data, ideas, concepts, and perspectives.



	Indicators:
	· Determines the reliability and validity of reference information

· Uses criteria to analyze relationships among data, ideas, concepts, and perspectives

· Evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of an argument

· Develops a process to collect and analyze data

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will develop generalizations.



	Indicators:
	· Uses data, concepts, and perspectives to develop generalizations

· Recognizes connections and relationships among two or more concepts
· Formulates generalizations that support a macro concept
· Synthesizes data, concepts, and perspectives
· Constructs new generalizations or principles based upon knowledge

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will recognize patterns in various content areas (cyclic nature).



	Indicators:
	· Recognizes patterns overtime
· Analyzes patterns from different points of view
· Makes interdisciplinary connections using patterns
· Categorizes patterns (i.e. historical, scientific, biological, meteorological, economic)
· Makes predictions based upon patterns
· Draws conclusions using patterns

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will be risk-takers.



	Indicators:
	· Accept challenges

· Exhibits willingness to attempt new challenges

· Tolerates ambiguity

· Asks questions in pursuit of deeper meaning
· Initiates challenge
· Supports a difference in opinion

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will use a variety of strategies to solve problems.



	Indicators:
	· Uses methods of inquiry to solve problems

· Uses criteria to select the most efficient strategy (ies) to use in solving problems

· Demonstrates fluency and flexibility in problem solving

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will propose multiple solutions.



	Indicators:
	· Continues working to solve the problem beyond the formation of an initial solution

· Demonstrates fluency, flexibility, and originality in solution building

· Uses questioning to explore multiple solutions

· Uses a variety of strategies to formulate multiple solutions to a problem

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will identify varied perspectives related to problems, issues, and concepts.



	Indicators:
	· Exhibits empathy toward varied perspectives related to problems, issues, and concepts

· Identifies stakeholders impacted by a problem or issue

· Understands varied perspectives related to problems, issues, and concepts

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will adapt an idea to a new situation.



	Indicators:
	· Integrates one idea with another idea

· Understands how new situations positively or negatively influence an idea
· Manipulates ideas across disciplines
· Makes connections among ideas in multiple situations
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	Grade 3 Goal 3:  To develop metacognitive skills that foster independent and self-direct learning in order to develop self-understanding

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will identify their own style of learning.



	Indicators:
	· Communicates qualities of optimal learning situations
· Chooses or designs products that reflect learning style
· Completes and updates learning style inventory with accurate and relevant details
· Assists the teacher in translating learning style assessment information into content, process, product, learning environment, and affective modifications

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will participate effectively in group processing activities.



	Indicators:
	· Assumes different roles within a group

· Demonstrates the ability to compromise and reach consensus within a group

· Shows respect for other points of view

· Demonstrates effective qualities of a group leader and a group participant

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will set goals and monitor their progress.



	Indicators:
	· Works with the teacher to develop a plan for learning

· Self-evaluates process and product goals and progress towards the goals

· Works with the teacher to develop a plan for learning

· Differentiates between short term and long term goals
· Develops rubrics
· Identifies personal level of motivation to accomplish a goal

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will demonstrate task commitment.



	Indicators:
	· Completes multi-step tasks

· Works toward completion of a challenging task

· Re-evaluates and adapts a plan to complete a task

· Demonstrates self-direction in the completion of a task

· Recognizes the need for assistance and takes appropriate action

· Perseveres in task commitment despite challenges

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will utilize time-management skills. 



	Indicators:
	· Develops and follows a timeline to complete tasks with support

· Breaks down the task into manageable portions

· Prioritizes multiple tasks to complete within allotted time

· Utilizes a variety of organizational tools and techniques

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will communicate feelings in a socially acceptable manner.



	Indicators:
	· Gives and accepts purposeful constructive criticism

· Verbalizes another point of view
· Shows respect for opposing points of view
· Shows an appreciation for differences within the learning community

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will demonstrate reflections in their thinking.

	Indicators:
	· Revisits prior knowledge and understanding with the new knowledge, skills, and experiences

· Makes connections among learning experiences, concepts, issues, and ideas

	Benchmark:
	Gifted students will complete self-assessments.

	Indicators:
	· With support, accurately identifies strengths and weakness 
· Develops and implements a plan for improvement in a particular area

· With support, develops rubrics and assessment tools to use with process and product evaluations

· Develop criteria for self-assessment
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